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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

“Sharing the  
Ointment for Jesus’            
Feet, Giving God  
our Very Best”  

Cf. John 12:3                                   

Our mission statement: 

Celebrating God’s love  
by worshipping God, 
caring for each other,  

and serving in community. 
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THE MANIFESTO OF JESUS TO HIS HEARERS ABOUT HOW TO 
HAVE A HEALTHY RELATIONSHIP WITH YOURSELF, OTHERS, 
LIFE IN ALL OF ITS VARIATIONS, AND GOD.  (These words are indic-
ative……not imperative.  It’s Gospel, not Law.) So this is who I am and how 
I operate.  Maybe it will be helpful to you.  Every condition mentioned here 
is a precursor condition anticipating the next thing.  The most noble anticipa-
tion is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 

Poor in spirit:  Low on breath.  Can’t get your breath. Think of the panic of 
asthma or emphysema here.  COPD.  Crushed. Overwhelmed to the Point of 
Despair. At that point the smallest kindness is CPR in the midst of a life-
threatening blockage. Appreciate it.    
 

Blessed are those who mourn:  Lost and lonely, and they know it and feel 
constantly a profound sense of loss/emptiness. That is necessary for the    
appetite to reconnect. 
 

Meek:  equals harnessed, under helpful control, not timid but obedient even 
under duress or in weakness. Meekness is strength of character, the ability to 
suit up and show up no matter how you feel.  Faithfully keep on trucking.  
Meekness is a bridle on a strong and beautiful steed. 
 

Hunger and thirst for righteousness:  One has to know about personal       
unrighteousness to do this.  To have a deep and healthy sense of sin and   
personal responsibility.  There is no going back to the Garden and no       
perfectibility.  Search yourself.  Don’t try to justify yourself.  Emptiness will 
invite spiritual sustenance. 

 

BERGY’S BABBLE:  “BEATITUDES NOTES” 

… /// ... 
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The Merciful:  They look like fools in an aggressive and competitive world.  
For The Merciful, everybody else has the right of way or the benefit of the 
doubt. Innocent until proven guilty.  People will do you wrong. It is very 
likely that their act was unintentional and they are not even aware of its ef-
fect on you. Be kind to them regardless.  Ride a motorcycle and you will 
learn the wisdom of this one really quickly. “I had the right of way,” is a bad 
epitaph. 
 

Pure in heart:  empty of personal agenda.  To will one thing, that God has 
his way.  Focus.  Get Clean---Katharsis.  God has a plan.  I don’t. Purge 
yourself and in that emptiness, God will fill you.  Pray to God to give you 
your next intuition or decision.  
 

Peacemakers:  not fomenting controversy so as to enjoy the drama.  Those 
who shut down gossip instead of passing it along.  Not addicted to adrena-
line, and yet not glossing over the call to honest and authentic  interactions.  
Adjusting realistically to prevailing conditions of life.  Adapters.  Those 
who make war are by definition those who refuse to adjust or adapt. 
 

Persecuted for righteousness’ sake:  not just any persecution.  Not just any 
ailment or inconvenience or spat with someone else.  But you are being 
hammered for what you honestly believe.  Being disrespected because of 
your point of view or your way of seeing the world and finding meaning in 
it.  You can expect maybe slander, personal attacks, ad hominem statements. 
“I disagree because you are ugly.”  So what.  Rejoice.  You know who you 
are and whose you are. 
 

In the verses following you get the results…….. 
You are the salt of the world. Act from this stance, and you will flavor the 
world around you.  People will need you to help their lives be at least palata-
ble, if not exciting and zesty.  You are the salt of the earth. Your absence 
will be obvious. 
 

You are the light of the world…even better, you will provide hope for those 
who are lost in the dark night of the soul.  You will be the one happy point 
in their otherwise miserable day of darkness.   … /// ... 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Beatitudes Notes” 
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You will be able to cheer up and encourage those around you. It only takes a 
tiny candle to make darkness defunct. You make profound Stygian blackness 
in other people’s lives disappear.   
 
 

So what would it be like?  If we lived in a world where there was no tit for 
tat.  If we lived in a world where you didn’t have to worry about retribution?  
If there wasn’t always the healthy concern to cover all your bases and make 
sure that someone doesn’t sneak up behind you and wreak havoc in your 
life. 
 
 

This text is not how to be happy… This is how to empty yourself so that 
happy can come in.  This is not forcing life…It is accepting life. 
 
 

And it just gets better in escalating increments as Jesus speaks:  He starts 
with BLESSED (MAKARIOS).  That means happy or centered in the sense 
of serenity in the midst of calamity.  Calm Acceptance.  A healthy produc-
tive stance toward life. In today’s culture ‘blessed’ might be more easily 
understood as “EXTREMELY COOL”.  Extremely Cool are the poor in 
spirit, the mourners, the meek, the hungry, the merciful, the disingenuous, 
the peacemakers and the persecuted. Extremely cool in two ways:  Because 
they can handle whatever life tosses at them and because we admire their 
grace under pressure. 
 
 

Extremely cool is a stance toward life.  It is ontological.  It is not a feeling or 
an activity.  Archimedes claimed that if he had a place to stand, he could 
move the planet Earth.  With Blessed/Extremely Cool as a place to stand the 
possibilities are limitless. 
 

Jesus follows up with REJOICE (AGALLIASTHE) and then BE GLAD 
(CHAIRETE). 
 

Rejoice= be of good cheer, more a feeling than a condition or stance toward 
life. If you are blessed it is ok to feel good about that. And good will and 
prosperity for you…more of a greeting and salutation.    

… /// ... 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Beatitudes Notes” 
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Be Glad:  Chairete …. outward celebration … exultation …. yippee ty yay.       
Go bananas with exuberance.  Let the en(theos)iasm burst forth and spill 
over. 
 

1.   Blessed.   2.  Rejoice.        3.  Be Glad. 
1.   Biology. 2.  Anthropology.   3.  Theology. 
1.   Etiology. 2.  Methodology.    3.  Doxology. 
1.   Stance.  2.  Feeling.        3.  Activity. 
  

There is an obvious escalation here: 
   

1. Blessed:   Here’s how to stand in happy accepting peace.  Extremely  
                      Cool.   
2.   Rejoice:   Feel good and be cheerful about it. 
3. Be Glad:  Celebrate, exult, show your excitement and elation and love  
                      of life with a big whoopeeeee!! 
 
1.  Chill.    2.  Dig it.    3.  Kick out the jams!    Bergy. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

Sunday, March 8, 2020  
after Traditional Worship Service. 

 

Church Council 

CONGREGATIONAL REPORTS 
 

Please submit your Organizational Reports  
by Monday, February 17. 

 

Church Council 
 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Beatitudes Notes” 
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MINUTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 

DECEMBER 18, 2019 
 

The December 2019 Church Council meeting was called to order by 
President Wendy Lambeth on Wednesday, December 18, 2019 at 
2:30 p.m.  Pastor Berggren opened the meeting with a prayer.   
 

In attendance were:  Pastor Jim Berggren, Wendy Lambeth, Bettie 
Baring, Pat Curran, Karen Davidson, Julie Kilkenny, Bettye Raschke, 
Wayne Schaper and Sharon Wagner, as well as guest Hazeley Ruth-
strom.  Francisco Gonzalez and Kay Vaccaro were not in attendance.   
 

The minutes from the November Council Meeting were submitted by 
Julie Kilkenny and unanimously approved by Council.  They will be 
submitted for publication in Crossties and on the website.  
 

The Treasurer’s report was presented by Wayne Schaper.   
Offerings for the month of November were $18,381, a decrease       
of $638 from the previous month.  November 2019 year -to-date  
offerings of $342,119 were $4,414 less than 2018.  Expenses for 
November were $34,172, a $558 increase over October expenses. 
Year-to-date expenses for 2019 exceeded offerings by $76,949.  
The checking  account balance at November 30, 2019 was $222,279, 
not including restricted funds. (Mr. Schaper reiterated that families 
wishing to direct memorial donations toward a specific fund can 
consult Pastor Berggren for ideas.) The Endowment Committee has 
$98 interest available for disbursement. The Treasurer ’s report was 
unanimously approved as presented.   
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…///… Council Minutes — December 18, 2019 

Pastoral Staff Reports: 
 

Pastor Berggren gave an update on his activities for the past month.   
He noted the flurry of activity.  Holy Cross participated in the ESB 
Food Pantry Thanksgiving project.  The Pantry distributed 1,029 
turkeys, fresh fruit and vegetables, and bags of non -perishable food.  
The response from area churches and businesses was so great that 
there was food left over after Thanksgiving; it was distributed at two 
more events.  The Pantry’s new storage building is completed.       
On December 10 th, he gave his annual Christmas presentation to the 
students at Westbury United Methodist Preschool. Other HCLC    
activities included the Day of Prayer (Dec. 6th), the Crafty Ladies’ 
Sip and Shop (Dec. 7th) where he helped out as a strolling Santa, the 
Spring Branch Christmas in the Park (Dec. 8th) where HCLC mem-
bers handed out 500 goodie bags, the Upbring Christmas Party for 
foster children and their families (Dec. 14th), the HCLC Christmas 
Open House (Dec. 15th) and the Christmas session of Teach Me 
Your Song (Dec.15th) .  
   

Deacon Davidson gave a brief report on her activities for the month.  
She was very busy with visits and phone calls, trying to work around 
everyone’s extra busy schedules.  She gave Council a quick update 
on new living arrangements for some HCLC members.   
 

Old Business and Committee Reports: 
 

Bettie Baring reported on WELCA activities.  The General Meeting 
was on December 7 th.   Members signed Christmas cards for the Sun-
shine Saints and formed a committee to plan the congregational 
luncheon in early 2020.  Plans were discussed for the Annual Retreat 
on January 18 th (In the Potter’s Hands, featuring Rachel Norris of 
Joy Pottery).  Ms. Baring remarked that the Upbring Christmas party 
for the foster children was a huge success.  She gave thanks to       
parishioners for their generosity with gifts for the kids, and to Cathy 
Elijah for bringing this opportunity to WELCA.  
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Ms. Lambeth briefed Council on Building and Grounds matters.  
Investigation into the odor in the gym and its kitchen revealed a  
corroded exhaust fan above the stove; this is being repaired and 
hopefully will eliminate the problem.   She noted that a plumber will 
be called to fix a leak in the men’s restroom by the church office.  
Plans are underway to fix the flooding issue along the Youth Room 
and adjacent offices.  Over the Christmas break volunteers will   
remove shrubs along the exterior walls, after which the dirt will be 
removed and channel drains installed.      
 
Ms. Lambeth also reported on the Spring Valley Christmas in the 
Park celebration (Dec. 8th).  Holy Cross participated in this as an 
outreach opportunity, providing 500 flyers with lip balm, as well as 
several volunteers to hand out goodie bags at the event.  She noted 
that pictures were posted to the HCLC Facebook page, including one 
of Pastor Berggren with a camel!    
 
President Lambeth remarked that John Stokes gave an excellent  
temple talk for Stewardship Sunday.  He gave the financial steward-
ship presentation; the “Time and Talents” portion will be considered 
in 2020.  Ms. Lambeth asked Council members to ponder before the 
next meeting what items to include on that questionnaire.  
 
Council members discussed their differing opinions on the need for 
mailing offering envelopes each month.  1) Many people do not use 
the “Initial Offering” envelope, which is included as a designated 
donation to offset the cost of mailing offering envelopes each month,  
2) some people would rather not get offering envelopes at all,  3) 
some people like the weekly reminder, as well as the “extra” enve-
lopes for designated donations.  Ms. Kilkenny suggested putting an 
article in the Sunday news to let parishioners know the cost of these 
mailings, as well as the possibility of opting out.  

… /// ... 

  

…///… Council Minutes — December 18, 2019 
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Other Old Business and Committee Reports:  
 
• Ms. Lambeth noted with relief that the vote at the Congregational 

Meeting (Dec. 8 th) was an unambiguous choice to keep the     
worship service time of 9:30 a.m.  

 
• She thanked all  the Holy Cross volunteers for their extra 

efforts during the holidays:  helping with the Thanksgiving 
food drive,  decorating the church, working on the 2020 
budget, service and outreach projects, buildings and 
grounds projects. .  .   

 
• Ms. Kilkenny reported that progress continues on the Telge prop-

erty.  There was an offer made on one of the lots, contingent upon 
the sale of the buyer’s home.  A motion was made, duly seconded 
and approved by Council to accept the offer.  If all goes smooth-
ly, the sale could close after the beginning of the year.   

 
New Business: 
 

• Several Building Use requests were approved:  1) Stephanie 
Walton requested the use of the “Artery” for summer art camps 
(for older elementary students) again this year.  Mr. Schaper will 
work out the details with her.  2) A private group (friends of an 
HCLC member) want to use the gym in the evening for one hour 
each week.  (Pastor Berggren chaperoned this in the past.)      
Council approved this request with the stipulation that that mem-
ber is responsible for and locks up the gym at the end of practice.  
3) John Lambeth requested use of the Annex classroom for a re-
fresher course for HCLC members after worship in early January.  

 

• Mr. Schaper noted that the defibrillator needs attention.              
A replacement battery was purchased, but not installed.           
Ms. Lambeth will look in to this.  

  

…///… Council Minutes — December 18, 2019 
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• Ms. Raschke expressed thanks to John Lambeth for his help at the 
Saturday night service and also for help with computers at the 
church.  She also thanked the Lambeth family for hosting the 
HCLC Christmas Open House.  

 
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 22, 
2020 at 2:15 p.m.       
 
Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord ’s 
Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Julie Kilkenny 

Council Secretary 

  

…///… Council Minutes — December 18, 2019 

COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Wednesday, February 19, 2020  

at 2:15 p.m. in the Annex. 
 

Church Council 
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INVITE SOMEONE TO CHURCH 
 

 When we invite someone to church, they could be a person we al-

ready know rather than a stranger. A principle of church growth states that 

you do not need to ‘sell’ people or be socially aggressive with them.  Simply 

invite them once or twice.   
 

When inviting people to church, ask, and be specific:  “Why not come this 

Sunday? I’d be glad to pick you up or simply meet you in the parking lot.” 
 

Invite friends: 
 

Family with new baby. 

Family with recent death. 

Someone who has lost a job. 

Friends you socialize with. 

Family experiencing stress of some kind. 

New or next door neighbors. 

An elderly or disabled person in your neighborhood. 

Colleagues you work with or clients. 

Doctors, agents, teachers, merchants, club members. 
 

 Often people are just waiting for an invitation and will respond! 

Rev. Jim Berggren 
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BRUNCH BUNCH 
 

Bring your sweetheart or your friend on Sunday,  
February 16, 2020, at 11:45 a.m. 

 

B.B. ITALIA  
14795 Memorial Dr. Houston, TX 77079 

(281) 531-0696 
 

Thank you,  
 
 

RSVP Jeanette Dukleth (832) 326-7214.  Call or text. 

PALM SUNDAY MUSIC 
 

'What Love Is This?' is the Passion story told through music and will be  
presented on Palm Sunday, April 5.  
 

Practice for this 35-minute program will begin on Sunday, February 9; 
there are new songs and familiar hymns.  You are invited to join the vocal 
choir for the next eight (8) weeks as we learn this passion story then sing 
this passion story on Palm Sunday.   
 

The vocal choir meets at 8:30 a.m. in the Choir Loft (CL) each Sunday and 
looks forward to you joining us. 
 

Cathy Elijah 
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DATE 
 
 

1st READING 
 
 

PSALM 
 
 

2nd READING 
 
 

GOSPEL 

 
02/02/2020 

 
 
 
 

Micah 
6:1-8 

 
 
 

15 

 
 
 
 

1 Corinthians 
1:18-31 

 
 
 

Matthew 
5:1-12 

 
02/09/2020 

 
 
 
 

Isaiah  
58:1-9a 

 
 
 

112:1-10 

 
 

1 Corinthians 
2:1-12 

 
 
 
 

Matthew 
5:13-20 

 
 

02/16/2020 

 
 
 

Deuteronomy  
30:15-20 

 
 
 

119:1-8 

 
 

1 Corinthians 
3:1-9 

 
 
 

Matthew 
5:21-37 

 
 
 

02/23/2020 

 
 
 

Exodus 
24:12-18 

 
 
 
 

2 

 
 

2 Peter 
1:16-21 

 

Matthew 
17:1-9 

READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 
 

 

FEBRUARY 2020 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

The Friendship Club will meet Saturday, February 15, at 3:00 p.m. for a 
pot luck supper at the church.  
 

Linda Cuzzort and Madelyn Price will be our hostesses and they will  
provide dessert.  Please bring your favorite covered dish and join us for 
some good fellowship and good food. 
 

Nancy Beamesderfer 
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Palm Sunday           April 5     9:30 a.m. —WC 
 
 

Maundy Thursday         April 9     6:30 p.m. —FLC 

Followed by the Stripping of the Altar                     —WC  

 
 

Good Friday Service         April 10      7:00 p.m.  —WC 
 
 

Saturday Informal Service   April 11      6:00 p.m.  —AT 
 

Easter Day          April 12   

           Easter Sunrise service       7:00 a.m. — WC 

           Easter Breakfast        8:00 a.m. —FLC 

           Traditional Worship Service  9:30 a.m. — WC 

LENTEN SERVICES IN 2020 
 

WHAT IS SO GREAT ABOUT CHRISTIANITY 
 

 

Ash Wednesday      February 26      12:00 noon Imposition of Ashes 
     (no meal) 
 
 

Lenten Service         March 4  12:00 noon 
     Meal in the FLC following the service  
 

Lenten Service         March 11  12:00 noon 
     Meal in the FLC following the service 
Lenten Service         March 18 12:00 noon 
     Meal in the FLC following the service 
 

Lenten Service          March 25 12:00 noon 
     Meal in the FLC following the service 
 

Lenten Service          April 1  12:00 noon 
     Meal in the FLC following the service 
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If your name is not listed or if this is incorrect information  

please contact the Church Office so that the list can be corrected.  

 

Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

 

01  Ignacio Reyes 

02  Gerri Cooper 

      Sandra Abad 

04  Mark Kilkenny 

05  Justine Crick  

11  Lauren Seveney 

12  David Dukleth 

      Elizabeth Dukleth 

13  Sylvia Aleman 

14 Warren Schick 

16  Josué Yáñez 

17  Tommy Neumann 

       Hailey Barcenas  

18   Ruby Schaper 

21   Brian Reinhardt 

23   Fidel Landaverde 

       Rilla Farley 

25   Selena Vásquez 

       Selena Rodríguez 

26  Eligio Villarreal 

27  Debra Pruitt 
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R e m e m b e r  i n  P r a y e r  
 

The homebound, disabled, long-term 

ill and prolonged recovering.  

Ed Cooper 
Betty Firth 
Elaine Snell 

Rosie Stork 
Doris Wahlberg 
 

 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 
 

DECEMBER SERVICES IN 2019 

Sunday Traditional Service :  63 

Saturday Informal Service  :  16 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

If you have any questions call  
Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  

 

DECEMBER 2019 
 

    Receipts       $ 108,381.74        

    Expenses           40,171.67 

    Balance        $   67,929.07   
                                                                                                                        =============== 

Operational receipts                                                         
  year to date received   ……..   $ 451,201.96           

Expenditures year to date ..…       459,001.92 

Balance                                  < $    7,799.96 > 
                                                                         ========== 

 

YTD Building Rental $ 1,040.00 

If you are not receiving HCLC 
Prayer Request emails and would 
like to, please contact: 
 

Renee Allcorn 
 

   allcornr@gmail.com  
  

or call (713) 254-8638   
 

Note that Prayer Request emails 
are sent out daily. If you are on 
the email list and did not receive 
any email, please contact Renee. 

CHURCH OFFICE  

HOURS 
 
 

Monday—Thursday 
9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Friday 8:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. 

You  may sign up for  
Altar Flowers in the Narthex.  
Suggested donation is $50.00  

and $12.00 for a rose. 

Advent Services:             19 

Christmas Eve Service:  138 

Ken Beamesderfer 
Jay Byerly 
Dennis Book  
Pat Curran 
Bobby Hansen 
Jo Anne Helmer 
Craig Ingerson 
Nanette Luker 
Pat Pfluger 

Betty Mooney 
Ilse Newlon 
Kim Rose 
Laura Ruthstrom 
Billy Sosa 
Rose Marie Stork 
Michael Vaccaro 
Doris Wahlberg 
Nancy Walton 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 Church Office  

101 Sussy Terry  

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Deacon 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) 

“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  
gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Karen Davidson — Deacon                  
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIAN 
 

      Cathy Elijah          Music Director / Organist 
     

 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

  Wendy Lambeth                           President 

  Bettye Raschke                        Vice-President    

     Julie Kilkenny               Secretary   

     Wayne Schaper, Sr.              Treasurer 

SATURDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Informal Service 6:00 p. m.—AT 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

Traditional Service 9:30 a.m.—WC 

Office Manager and 
Events Coordinator 

 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

email:  holycrosselc4@gmail.com 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253  
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 


